


Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.  
At once he began to preach in the synagogues that 
Jesus is the Son of God. 



All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t
he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those
who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take
them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 

Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the
Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the
Messiah.



After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy
among the Jews to kill him, but Saul learned of their plan.
Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in
order to kill him. But his followers took him by night and
lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.



When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples,
but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really
was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to
the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had
seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and
how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name
of Jesus.



So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. He
talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they
tried to kill him. When the believers learned of this, they
took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.



Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. 

Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy
Spirit, it increased in numbers.
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At once he began to preach in the synagogues that 
Jesus is the Son of God. 







All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t
he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those
who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take
them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 



“That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and
pay them, beginning with the last workers first. When those
hired at five o’clock were paid, each received a full day’s
wage. When those hired first came to get their pay, they
assumed they would receive more. But they, too, were paid
a day’s wage. 



“When they received their pay, they protested to the owner,
‘Those people worked only one hour, and yet you’ve paid
them just as much as you paid us who worked all day in the
scorching heat.’



“He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair!
Didn’t you agree to work all day for the usual wage? Take
your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the
same as you. Is it against the law for me to do what I want
with my money? Should you be jealous because I am kind to
others?’

“So those who are last now will be first then, and those who
are first will be last.”



Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. 

Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy
Spirit, it increased in numbers.



For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long.
Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them

and will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we can
see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be

seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the
things we cannot see will last forever.


