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JOHN 18:28-39

Cynicism



John 18:28-39John 18:28-39
29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What
charges are you bringing against this man?” 30 “If
he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not
have handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said, “Take
him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they
objected.
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John 18:28-39John 18:28-39
32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said
about the kind of death he was going to die. 33
Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned
Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or
did others talk to you about me?” 

DIDN’TDIDN’T
SEESEE

IT COMING



John 18:28-39John 18:28-39
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people
and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it
you have done?” 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not
of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now
my kingdom is from another place.” 
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John 18:28-39John 18:28-39
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37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus
answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the
reason I was born and came into the world is to
testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to me.”



John 18:28-39John 18:28-39
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38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate.



John 18:28-39John 18:28-39
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With this he went out again to the Jews gathered
there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against
him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to
you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you
want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 
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John 18:38John 18:38  
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“What is truth?”



We can become cynical when...We can become cynical when...

Things we thought were true,
weren’t true like we thought.
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Ecclesiastes 1:18Ecclesiastes 1:18

“For with much wisdom comes much
sorrow; the more knowledge, 

the more grief.”
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We are prone to cynicism when...We are prone to cynicism when...

We take pains from the past and
project them into the future.
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Cary NieuwhofCary Nieuwhof

“Cynicism begins not because you
don’t care but because you do.”



We become really cynical when...We become really cynical when...

We let our hearts Totally
harden and we give up.
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When cynicism grabs you,When cynicism grabs you,  
realize its reaching

for your SOUL!



NEW ZEALANDNEW ZEALAND  



NEW ZEALANDNEW ZEALAND  



NEW ZEALANDNEW ZEALAND  
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Fight cynicism byFight cynicism by
cultivating

curiosity
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We overcome cynicismWe overcome cynicism  
by choosing faith 

in christ.
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George Bernard ShawGeorge Bernard Shaw

“The power of accurate
observation is commonly 
called cynicism by those 
who have not got it.”


